TERMS OF PARTICIPATION
STARTUP WORLD Award
ORGANISER OF THE STARTUP WORLD AWARD
The STARTUP WORLD Award @ AUTOMATICA 2016 is organised by Anwendungszentrum GmbH
Oberpfaffenhofen (AZO) (“the Organiser”) and supported by Messe München GmbH and
AUTOMATICA 2016 (“the Partners”).

OBJECTIVE OF THE COMPETITION
The STARTUP WORLD Award @ AUTOMATICA 2016 is a competition designed to present the best
product innovations within the whole range of robotics and automation systems by eliciting and
rewarding commercial products and pre-commercial prototypes of start-up companies. The
STARTUP WORLD Award @ AUTOMATICA 2016 will call for proposals between 15 March and 2
May 2016 in two prize categories:



Service Robotics*
Automation*

*For detailed prize description, please klick on the respective category.

RIGHT TO PARTICIPATE
Start-up companies from around the world that are no more than 5 years old are entitled to
participate in STARTUP WORLD Award @ AUTOMATICA 2016. In both Award categories (namely
the Service Robotics category and the Automation category) companies need to have a product or
prototype of the submitted solution available.

THE STARTUP WORLD AWARD @ AUTOMATICA 2016 CATEGORIES AND PRIZES
The STARTUP WORLD Award @ AUTOMATICA 2016 will reward complete solutions, as well as precommercial prototypes designed to drive service robotics and automation services in different
market segments.
Prizes will be awarded to the best product innovations in two categories:

The STARTUP WORLD Award in the AUTOMATION category is open to start-ups that are developing
innovative products and services in any relevant automation market segment except the area of
service robotics. Examples for applications are integrated assembly solutions, industrial robotics,
machine vision, positioning systems, drive technology, sensor technology, control systems
technology, safety technology, supply technology, software, services and service providers. A
detailed prize description for the winner and two runner-ups of the Automation category is available
on http://www.start-up.world/ automation
The STARTUP WORLD Award in the Category SERVICE ROBOTICS is open to start-ups that are
developing innovative service robotics products in any relevant market segment. These include
aerospace, agriculture, automotive, entertainment, home, infrastructure, medicine and healthcare,
production, security, and sports. Applications could for instance be production assistance,
professional cleaning, mobile platforms, construction and monitoring. Technology trends like
connected robots and robotics in the cloud, augmented reality robotics, micro- and nano-robots,
wearable robotics, flying robots and swarm robotics are particularly encouraged. A detailed prize
description for the winner and two runner-ups of the Service Robotics category is available on
http://www.start-up.world/ service-robotics
The winner and two runner-ups for each category will be selected by a panel of experts from
research & development, the startup community and industry. The prize pool has a total value of
EUR including cash, exhibition space on the STARTUP WORLD at AUTOMATICA from 21-24 June
2016, visibility, marketing and business support. The winner is obliged to use the won exhibition
stand within the STARTUP WORLD Market at the AUTOMATICA trade fair from 21-24 June. If the
winner refuses, the Organiser reserves the right to award the prize to a runner-up.

SUBMISSION PERIOD OF STARTUP WORLD Award @ AUTOMATICA 2016
Interested participants are requested to submit their product descriptions electronically from 15
March 2016 until 12:00 noon (Berlin time) on 2 May 2016 (please refer to the procedure described
below).

PROCEDURE
The competition will be organised and carried out exclusively in English. Entrants will be required to
choose one of the two prize categories and submit their company name and product description via
an online form at www.start-up.world. The number of product submissions per company is not
limited, but it is not possible to enter the same product for both prize categories. In entering the

competition, participants will be asked to provide contact details that will enable the Organiser to
inform them of all matters related to the STARTUP WORLD Award @ AUTOMATICA and any other
issues deemed relevant to participants in the competition.
The Organizer reserves the right to refuse publication to any entrant or submission on ethical
grounds.1
Participants shall submit their product descriptions no later than 12:00 noon (Berlin time) on 2 May
2016. Only those entries that contain all of the mandatory information will be considered. The
complete entries will then be submitted to the respective expert panel for review and evaluation.
Each of the experts tasked with evaluating the product descriptions submitted will be required to
commit to a non-disclosure agreement with the Organiser before the submissions are put forward
for evaluation. The evaluation of the entries is an anonymous process. Each idea will receive its own
identification number. During the evaluation process, the experts are only able to see this ID.
The Organiser and the Partners shall assume no liability whatsoever for the outcome of the selection
process.

CONFIDENTIALITY
Measures have been taken to ensure the confidentiality of the information submitted in the
STARTUP WORLD Award @ AUTOMATICA 2016. The transmitted product descriptions will be
protected against any access by unauthorised third parties. The experts and other personnel tasked
with organising the competition and evaluating the submissions are committed to treating all
related matters as confidential.
By participating in this competition and accepting any of the prizes awarded, all participants
acknowledge that the Organiser may use their names, addresses, comments, likenesses, photos
(incl. photos taken of the winners at the awards ceremony), and descriptions of their products in
publicity or advertising concerning the competition or otherwise in any medium now known or
hereafter devised (including the Internet and other interactive networks) at any place and time
without further compensation or right of review, and agree to waive their rights with respect to any
such publicity and advertising.

Participants may not publish through the STARTUP WORLD Award website any content that is libellous, defamatory,
obscene, pornographic, abusive, or otherwise in violation of any laws.
1

RIGHTS
By accepting these Terms of Participation, participants expressly authorise the Organiser to receive
their written submissions, provide them to the competition’s expert panels, and utilise them within
the framework of the competition.
Participants are prohibited from providing any false or imprecise information with regard to
themselves or their companies. In particular, this includes registering for the competition under a
pseudonym or another form of false identity. Companies that are older than five years will not be
eligible to participate in the competition.
The Organiser shall not be obligated to review submissions to the competition in terms of their
correctness, accuracy, completeness, or validity. Participants shall thus be solely responsible for the
correctness of the information they submit and for any legal consequences resulting from the
publication of said information.
Participants shall ensure that they are the creators of or the owners of the rights to their respective
submissions to the competition that said submissions are not subject to the rights of any third party,
and that they hold all of the rights to said submissions.
Participants confirm that those representing them in the competition are authorised to take all
actions required in the competition on their behalf, particularly in submitting their respective
entries.
In cases in which a given participant enters the competition on behalf of a company, said participant
confirms that they have been authorised by said company to enter the submission in question and
participate in the competition on its behalf.
Participants shall exempt the Organiser from all claims that could conceivably be made by a third
party regarding possible violations of copyrights, industrial property rights, trade secrets, and any
other rights related to the publication and utilisation of their submissions and/or any other
information involved in the competition.
Should participants learn of any complications concerning third-party rights to their respective
submissions after entering them in the competition, they shall inform the Organiser immediately.
Participants shall retain the rights to the entries they submit. Participating in the STARTUP WORLD
Award @ AUTOMATICA 2016 competition shall not entitle the participant to any additional rights
to their respective entries.

The entries chosen as the winners and runners-up of both Award categories will be made public.
Participants accept that their names, the names of their companies, and their product descriptions
will be published openly without further approval of the participants on the competition website
www.start-up.world as well as printed marketing material, such as the results brochure and roll-up
banners, following the evaluation of all submitted entries. Any protection of said entries (if not
previously protected by a patent) may thus be rendered void or otherwise lost. Participants are
therefore strongly advised to protect their entries adequately, such as by applying for a patent, a
utility model, or another form of intellectual property protection.
Despite all efforts to keep their entries and other information confidential prior to their publication,
participants shall acknowledge that the Organiser shall not assume any liability for any damages
resulting from said entries and other information becoming public.

MISCELLANEOUS
The award decisions shall not be subject to dispute in a court of law. The decisions rendered by the
experts involved in the different Award categories shall be final and binding for all participants in all
aspects of the competition. Participants shall have no right to justification for the experts’ decisions.
Each winner shall be responsible for complying with all federal, state, local, provisional, and other
taxes.
The Organiser reserves the right to modify these Terms of Participation, including any of the
deadlines set forth herein, at any time.
Participation in this competition shall be governed by German law. Place of jurisdiction shall be
Munich, Germany.

CONTACT
For more information on the competition, please visit: www.start-up.world
If you have any further questions, please send them to team@start-up.world.

